Clinical, epidemiological, and socioeconomic analysis of an outbreak of Vibrio parahaemolyticus in Khanh Hoa Province, Vietnam.
From 1996 onward, a pandemic spread of Vibrio parahaemolyticus infections due to one clone has been reported in several Asian countries. During a population-based study that relied on passive surveillance, 548 cases of V. parahaemolyticus infection were detected between 1997 and 1999 in the Khanh Hoa province of Vietnam. Detection of cases of V. parahaemolyticus infection abruptly stopped in November 1999, although Vibrio species other than V. parahaemolyticus continued to be isolated throughout 2000. Of the infections, 90% occurred in individuals >5 years old; 53% of the patients presented with watery stools, and 6% reported blood in their stools. All patients had recovered by the time of discharge. A surprising risk factor for V. parahaemolyticus infections was high socioeconomic status. Like the interruption of the transmission of V. cholerae infections that had been observed earlier, the transmission of V. parahaemolyticus came to a halt without meteorological changes or changes in water supply and sanitation.